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Nathanaël Kuipers has been something of a legend in the LEGO® community for
EXLOGLQJKLVDOWHUQDWHPRGHOV8VLQJDVLQJOHVHWKHFUHDWHVGLͿHUHQWYHKLFOHVIURP
WKHVDPHSRRORISDUWVXVLQJDORWRIFUHDWLYHSDUWVXVHDQGLPDJLQDWLRQ+HGLG
this initially online (where you can still see his work) and then did a brief stint in
BrickJournal. From there, he went on to work at the LEGO Group as a set designer in
WKH7HFKQLFWKHPH+HKDVVLQFHUHWXUQHGWREXLOGDOWHUQDWHVDQGKDVDXWKRUHGWZR
ERRNVWKDWKDYHEHHQMXVWUHOHDVHGE\1R6WDUFK3UHVVVHHQDERYH+HUHKHWDONVWR
BrickJournal about building and authoring the books.
BrickJournal: You have built many alternate models. What got you interested in
making these?
Nathanaël Kuipers: As with so many other people, there was a point in my life
that I got interested again in those little plastic building blocks after a long break. I
considered this a new period in my life, and therefore didn’t want to mix my newly
REWDLQHGVHWVZLWKWKHROGEULFNVIURPP\FKLOGKRRG:LWKMXVWDIHZQHZVHWVWRVWDUW
ZLWKLWRQO\PDGHVHQVHWRVHHZKDWHOVH,FRXOGEXLOGZLWKHDFKRQHLQGLYLGXDOO\
Basically that’s how the concept of building alternates started. I really seemed to
HQMR\WKHFKDOOHQJHEXWRYHUWKH\HDUVDOVRVWDUWHGWRVHHWKHSRWHQWLDODQGJHWDEHWWHU
XQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHEHQHÀWVRIWKLVZKROHFRQFHSW
When did you meet Mattia? How did you start working with him?
,QWKHSDVWIHZ\HDUV,KDYHUHDOO\WULHGWRSXVKWKLVFRQFHSWIXUWKHUFRPLQJXSZLWK
PRUHDQGPRUHDOWHUQDWHV6WLOOLWVHHPHGOLNHRQO\DIHZFRXOGIXOO\XQGHUVWDQG
DQGDSSUHFLDWHP\PRWLYDWLRQEHKLQGLW0DWWLD=DPERQLZDVRQHRIWKHPDQGJRW
thrilled when he found my models. Imagining that this could be a great theme for a
ERRNKHJRWYHU\H[FLWHG,QKLVHQWKXVLDVPKHVWDUWHGWRUHYHUVHHQJLQHHUDIHZRI
WKHPRGHOVSXWKLVYHUVLRQVLQ&$'DQGFUHDWHGEXLOGLQJLQVWUXFWLRQVIRUDFRXSOH

A photo spread and an instruction spread from
the LEGO Built-It Book: Amazing Vehicles,
Vol.I. Here you can see the clarity of the instructions and photography, which makes the
book a joy to look through for the LEGO fan!

Review:
0HDQZKLOHVHYHUDORWKHUSHUVRQVVXJJHVWHGPHWRFUHDWHDERRNDERXWP\DOWHUQDWHV
$OWKRXJK,ZDVFRQYLQFHGDERXWWKHLGHDP\VHOIDQGVWDUWHGWRZRUNRQLW,IHOW
VRPHWKLQJZDVPLVVLQJWKDWGLGQ·WGRWKHPRGHOVMXVWLFH,WZDVH[DFWO\WKHQLQ
0DUFKZKHQ0DWWLDFRQWDFWHGPHWKURXJKHPDLOWROGPHKLVVWRU\DQGVKRZHG
PHDSUHYLHZRIZKDWKHKDGGRQHVRIDU,ZDVKLJKO\LPSUHVVHGZLWKWKHPDWHULDOKH
showed, recognizing immediately his high standards for graphics, which is lacking
a bit in my own skills. While the graphics looked fantastic, the construction of the
PRGHOVWKHPVHOYHVZDVQRWXSWRP\VWDQGDUGDOVRFRQVLGHULQJP\EDFNJURXQG
DVDIRUPHU/(*2GHVLJQHU6RWRPHLWPDGHRQO\VHQVHWRFRPELQHRXUVWUHQJWKV
VRPHWKLQJWKDW0DWWLDDJUHHGRQ7KDW·VEDVLFDOO\ZKHQWKLQJVWRRNRͿ
How long did it take for you to complete your models and choose what would be
in the book?
The selection of the models for the book was a delicate process in which I considered
VHYHUDOIDFWRUV0RVWLPSRUWDQWZDVDQLFHFROOHFWLRQRILFRQLFGLͿHUHQWLDWHGYHKLFOHV
FRYHULQJVHYHUDOLQWHUHVWLQJWHFKQLTXHVIURPHDV\WRDGYDQFHG0HDQZKLOH,KDGWR
PDNHVXUHWKDWPDWHULDOIRUWKHSODQQHGQGYROXPHZRXOGEHHTXDOO\DVJRRGLI
QRWEHWWHUWKDQWKHVW,HYHQKDGWRFRPHXSZLWKDIHZPRUHDOWHUQDWHVDVQRWDOO
WKHRQHV,KDGZHUHXVHIXOPDWHULDO*HQHUDOO\VSHDNLQJ,·PTXLWHSOHDVHGZLWKWKH
VHOHFWLRQRIPRGHOVDQGKRZZHGLVWULEXWHGWKHPEHWZHHQWKHVHERRNV
How long would it take you to create an alternate model, starting from design to
instructions?
&UHDWLYLW\LVQRWVRPHWKLQJ\RXFDQIRUFHLWFRPHVUDQGRPO\DQGQDWXUDOO\%XW
RQFH,JHWLQVSLUHGLWFDQJRUHDOO\IDVW0RVWRIWKHPRGHOVLQWKHERRN,FUHDWHGLQ
DIHZKRXUV6RPHWLPHV,VWUXJJOHGDOLWWOHVRWKHQLWWRRNPHDELWORQJHU7KHQIRU
HDFKPRGHO,QHHGHGDERXWDGD\WRUHFUHDWHDGLJLWDOYHUVLRQLQ&$'7KHQDQRWKHU
GD\WRJHQHUDWHWKHLQVWUXFWLRQVOD\RXWZLWKDOOWKHVWHSV6RLQDYHUDJHLWZRXOG
take me about 3 days for one of those alternates, but then we’re talking about ideal
conditions...

The LEGO Build-it Book:
Amazing Vehicles, Vols. 1 and 2
Authors: Nathanael Kuipers
and Matthias Zamboni
No Starch Press, $19.95
There have been instruction books
before, but nothing as clear as this set of
books. Nathanael’s previous job experience working at the LEGO Group shows
in the clarity of the building steps shown
on each page. Nothing is left to the reader
WRÀJXUHRXWH[FHSWWKHWHFKQLTXHVKH
uses to make his vehicles.
Matthias’ work can be seen in all of the
graphic work in the book. The presentation of each model is done in pages that
are clean and beautiful. They set the
stage and the desire to build the model in
the following pages.
7KHRQO\ÁDZLQWKHERRNLVWKDWWKHVHW
these models are based on is not easy to
ÀQG+RZHYHUWKHSDUWVOLVWLQFOXGHGLQ
the book will help the new builder.
Overall, an oustanding set of books for
the budding builder - so when’s Vol. 3
coming out?

More Books by No Starch Press
%\SUHVVWLPH1R6WDUFK3UHVVZLOOKDYHDIHZPRUHERRNVIRUWKH/(*2IDQDYDLODEOH
$VVHHQKHUHWKHERRNVDUHGLYHUVH\HWDUHDOOFRPPRQLQWKDWWKH\VSRWOLJKWWKH/(*2
community.
For those wanting to build, the second LEGO Adventure book (by BrickJournalVWDͿHU
0HJDQ5RWKURFN LVDERRNWKDWH[SORUHVVHYHUDOWKHPHVZLWK/(*2EXLOGHUVDQG
constructions. LEGO Space: Building the Future, ZULWWHQE\3HWHU5HLGDQG7LP*RGGDUG
FDQEHVWEHGHVFULEHGDVDVFLHQFHÀFWLRQERRNXVLQJ/(*2PRGHOVWRLOOXVWUDWHLWVWH[W
It also has instructions for some models. Those who are interested in robotics and the
QHZ/(*20,1'672506VHWQHHGWRWDNHDORRNDW The LEGO MINDSTORMS EV3
Laboratory, ZULWWHQE\'DQLHOH%HQHGHWWHOOL+HUH\RXFDQOHDUQSURJUDPPLQJDQG
EXLOGLQJE\EXLOGLQJWKHÀYHURERWVLQFOXGHGLQWKHERRN
/DVWEXWFHUWDLQO\QRWOHDVW%HDXWLIXO/(*2E\0LNH'R\OHLVDFRͿHHWDEOHERRNRI
LEGO building by some of the best builders in the community. If you want to see some
truly astonishing models, this is the book to get!
BrickJournalZLOOKDYHUHYLHZVRIWKHVHERRNVRQLWVZHEVLWHZDWFKIRUWKHP
6RPHWLPHV,ZDVQ·WVRKDSS\ZLWKWKHEXLOGLQJSURFHVVRIWKHPRGHORUWKHVWUXFWXUH
VRWKHQ,KDGWRJREDFNDQGWU\WRÀJXUHRXWLIWKHPRGHOFRXOGEHGHVLJQHGDQGEXLOW
GLͿHUHQWO\7KLVLVSDUWLFXODUO\WULFN\ZLWKDOWHUQDWHVEHFDXVH\RXRQO\KDYHDFHUWDLQ
parts palette to work with. Therefore, in the end, some models turned out better than
others.
Which model in Book 1 are you most proud of?
7KLV,ÀQGDYHU\GLFXOWTXHVWLRQWRDQVZHU:KDW,OLNHLVWKDWHYHU\ERG\VHHPVWR
KDYHKLVRUKHUIDYRULWH V ZKLFKSURRIVWRPHWKDWDOOWKHVHPRGHOVPHHWDVLPLODU
VWDQGDUG)XUWKHUPRUH,WKLQNWKDWDOORIWKHPKDYHVRPHWKLQJXQLTXHWKDWPDNHVWKHP
LQWHUHVWLQJ3HUVRQDOO\,ZRXOGVD\WKDWLQJHQHUDOWKHPRGHOVJRWEHWWHURYHUWLPHWKH
PRUH,JRWIDPLOLDUZLWKWKHLQYHQWRU\WKHHDVLHULWEHFDPHWRGHVLJQDZHOOFRQVWUXFWHG
PRGHO+RZHYHUWRFRPHXSZLWKQHZLQWHUHVWLQJPRGHOVJRWLQFUHDVLQJO\WRXJKHU
EHFDXVHWKHUHDUHRQO\VRPDQ\LFRQLFYHKLFOHV\RXFDQGRHVSHFLDOO\ZLWKOLPLWHG
SLHFHV&RQVLGHULQJWKLVIDFWRU,·PTXLWHSOHDVHGZLWKKRZWKHUHVFXHWUXFNWXUQHGRXW
because it is rather big and good looking. It’s also a nice example how to maximize the
VXUIDFHDUHDEXWVWLOOKDYHDGHFHQWVWUXFWXUHXQGHUQHDWK
And what should we expect in Volume 2?
,QDQXWVKHOOVDPHFRQFHSWGLͿHUHQWPRGHOV%HFDXVHWKLVYROXPHSUHWW\PXFK
FORVHVRXUVWRU\RQZKHHOHGYHKLFOHVLQVWHDGRIDQRWKHUVHFWLRQRQEXLOGLQJWULFNV
WKHUHZLOOEHVRPHDGYLFHRQWKLQJVWRFRQVLGHUZKHQ\RXFUHDWH\RXURZQYHKLFOHV
)RUH[DPSOHZKDWGHÀQHVWKHVKDSHSURSRUWLRQVDQGXOWLPDWHO\FKDUDFWHURI
\RXUGHVLJQV%XWWKHELJJHVWFKXQNRIWKHERRNFRQVLVWVDJDLQRQKRZWREXLOG
GLͿHUHQWLFRQLFPRGHOVZLWKVWHSE\VWHSLQVWUXFWLRQV,·PSDUWLFXODUO\H[FLWHGDERXW
WKLVYROXPHEHFDXVH,WKLQNZH·YHVOLJKWO\XSJUDGHGLWFRPSDUHGWRYROXPH$QG
EHVLGHVWKLVVHFRQGERRNFRQWDLQVTXLWHDIHZRIP\SHUVRQDOIDYRULWHV

